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Ensemble Plan Project

Ensemble Plan Outline

Title of Musical Selection: Verdi Requiem- Sanctus 

Type of Ensemble: Orchestra (rehearsal without chorus)



Grade Level: High School
*Is this the students’ first encounter with the chosen piece? No, they have had the music to practice
What will students learn? (Objective(s)): 
Students will learn the characteristics of a fugue through analyzing and listening to this movement.

Students will learn how to piece together sections of this movement by using their analysis. 
Music Standard(s) fulfilled- (National Standards)
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.
5. Reading and notating music.
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.

*What musical information/knowledge must the students have to possess in order for this lesson to be a reality? Discuss this even if you are making this your first lesson on this piece. 

Students must have their own parts learned and prepared well.  I want this lesson to be more about putting it all together as an ensemble, rather than focusing on the tricky individual parts.  

Lesson Components:

1. SKILLS vs. ACTIVITIES (They are NOT THE SAME THING)

 Discuss, in detail, the skills your students will be learning according to your objective. List them below (extract right from your objective) and then discuss how are you going to get them to learn those skills (what activities will you present to foster learning?). Think of this component as part of your list of “procedures” for the lesson. EX: If your objective is:  “Students will understand how to play complex rhythmic patterns of rehearsal letter R to T by engaging in counting activities, listening, and playing as an ensemble”. What would those counting activities be, specifically? What would they listen to/for? What is the value/reason of playing as an ensemble? Be as specific here as possible (add paper if you need!)

Skills:
· Score Reading: students will navigate through a copy of the score and follow along where the theme is present.
· Interoperating music through listening: students should be able to tell me some characteristics of a fugue just by listening.
· Learning fugue characteristics: I will fill in the remaining characteristics that the students miss.
· Listening to the entire ensemble while playing: in this piece it is important to know what is going on throughout the entire orchestra.  If students only pay attention to their parts, the entire movement will fall apart.
Activities:
Have students listen to a recording of the movement while looking at scores that have the first theme (when it appears in the orchestra) highlighted (I highlighted the first few pages in the score as an example.) This will show that the theme is continuous and passes from section to section throughout the movement.  

Go through movement and only have students play when they have the theme.  This will supplement the pervious listening activity.

By the end of class, the orchestra should be able to make it through the first half of the movement (up to where the theme changes).  

2. ALTERNATIVE INTSTRUCTION:

What did you do with your ensemble that is not traditional (standard ensemble model)?? Please describe at least one way you worked with your ensemble in an alternative fashion and WHY (how did it relate to what you are doing in this rehearsal?). Use additional paper if necessary.

I had my students listen to the piece and follow along with the score before attempting to play it as an ensemble.  I think this helps them visually understand what a fugue is and then they can connect this visual with what they will be playing.  This way, when they are playing this movement, they will constantly be listening for the theme and figuring out how their part fits with it.  
Assessment (Indicators of Success): 

How will you determine whether the students were successful in the rehearsal? What will the students do to show you that they learned the material? 
My students will be more conscious listeners while rehearsing this movement.  This should lead to a more successful rehearsal.  Hopefully, by the end of rehearsal the orchestra will be able to play through the first half of the movement.     
Follow-up for Next Rehearsal (If you had the means to continue this lesson next time, what would you do and how?):
I would use a similar lesson plan to teach the ending of the movement (since the theme changes).  It would also be interesting to assign each student to find another fugue to share with the class.  I would have them write about its characteristics and how it relates to the Sanctus. 
